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The month of March is women’s month. We commemorate the International Women’s Day on the 8 th of March. As
a network committed to women’s rights and gender equality in land and agriculture, we joined the rest of the world
in celebrating women on this day under the theme #PressforProgress. In addition to this, Zimbabwe Land and
Agrarian Network (ZiLAN) will host a belated International Women’s Day commemorations on the theme:
#PressforProgress towards women’s land tenure security and equal sharing of benefits in agriculture. The
celebrations will take place in the country side, taking the opportunity celebrate the progress made so far on
women’s rights while acknowledging that more still needs to be done.

OUR BACKGROUND
The Zimbabwe Land and Agrarian
Network (ZiLAN) established in 2012
brings together non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) working on
land
and
agrarian
issues.
Membership
of
the
Network
comprises organisations involved in
research and policy analysis; NGOs
working with farmers; farmers’
representative
organisations;
women’s and youth in agriculture
interest groups, and land reform and
agriculture activists. The members
have had informal ties since 2006. In
coming together the members seek
to strengthen their respective
capacities, complement each other
and amplify their collective voices to
influence land and agrarian policies
and programmes in Zimbabwe.

OUR MISSION
To promote the creation of an
enabling environment for inclusive,
prosperous and sustainable land
and agriculture-based livelihoods.

ZiLAN Trust

@ZILAN2015

A group of elderly women performing traditional dance moves entertaining people who had
gathered to celebrate IWD 2018 organised by PYD at Madhuku Growth Point.

Platform for Youth Development
commemorates International
Women’s Day!
Platform for Youth Development Trust (PYD) joined the
rest of the world in commemorating the International
Women's Day on the 8th of March 2018 amidst fun,
cheer and edutainment to celebrate culture and the role
of women in rural and marginalized communities. PYD
works across Chipinge and Chisumbanje areas in
Manicaland Province. The PYD IWD celebrations took
place at Madhuku Growth Point in rural Chipinge.
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ZiLAN and SMAIAS meeting with TIMB
In line with our instrumental role as laid out in the 2017 – 2018 Strategic Plan, ZiLAN and SMAIAS
held a follow up meeting with the Tobacco Industry and Marketing Board (TIMB) on 14 February
2018 to discuss the outcomes and way forward on the action points raised during the Tobacco policy
engagement workshop held on the 6th of December 2017. The parties agreed that SMAIAS will assist
in developing a contract farming contractual template that will be adopted by the entire tobacco
industry to ensure a win-win situation among stakeholders involved. This was one of the outcomes of
the workshop since some farmers felt short changed by some contracts. Henceforth, there was a
deliberate need to rationalize the contracts to set minimum standards. The SMAIAS have started
working on the contract to be shared with the TIMB soon.

Zimbabwe Coalition on Debt and Development (ZIMCODD), Labour Economic
Research Institute Zimbabwe (LEDRIZ) and Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES)
meeting
SMAIAS was invited to attend a CSO reflective meeting organised by ZIMCODD, LEDRIZ and FES on Economic Reforms in
Zimbabwe on the 20th March 2018. The meeting engaged CSOs to facilitate in depth discussions and analysis of the current social
and economic blue prints to identify gaps and come up with radical economic reform principles. SMAIAS presented a paper on Land
and Agriculture in Zimbabwe in the Context of an Intensified Neo-liberal Order, which discussed on issues of land tenure, agriculture
production, compensation of the former white large scale farmers who were displaced and the way forward.

ZIMCODD and FES CSOs Reflective meeting on Public Finance Management
(PFM) Frameworks in Zimbabwe
SMAIAS was among the participants of the Civil Society Organisations (CSO) reflective meeting organised by the Zimbabwe
Coalition on Debt and Development (ZIMCODD) and the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES) held on the 22 nd of March 2018 in Harare.
The meeting came as a follow up to the inclusive national conference on public finance management in Zimbabwe that was held on
the 15th of September 2017 in Bulawayo. The reflective meeting was attended by CSOs with presentations from the Office of the
Auditor General, the Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Public Accounts and Transparency International in Zimbabwe. At the end
of the workshop, participants took time to discuss and identify challenges and opportunities in PFM Management while also proposing better/improvements to the PFM frameworks.

Welcome to our latest network members!
In January 2018, we officially welcomed Centre for Conflict Management and Transformation (CCMT), Rural Enterprise Trust of
Zimbabwe, Abammeli Lawyers for Human Rights and Federation of Cotton Producers Association to the ZiLAN family. We look forward to tapping into their expertise and experience as we advance land and agrarian issues in Zimbabwe for the benefit of small
holder farmers.

ZiLAN Trust

@ZILAN2015
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The Centre for Informal Sector and Labour Studies under the School of Social Sciences at the
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) in India held the Sam Moyo Memorial Conference from the
21st to the 23rd of February 2018 in New Delhi, India. The memorial conference was held under
the theme: Land and Labour questions in the Global South. The conference was attended by
scholars and activists from Africa, Asia and Latin America.

Group photo of participants at the Sam Moyo Memorial Conference 2018 at JNU, New Delhi,
India

Summer School 2018
SMAIAS and the Agrarian South Network hosted the 2018 edition of the Summer School from the 15 th to the 19th of January 2018 in Harare.
The Summer School was attended by civil society activists, young and senior scholars from Africa, Asia and Latin America. The 2018 Summer
School focused on the world of labour with respect to Global Agricultural Value Chain Networks, corporate and contract farming, and the associated parallel extractive activities. The Summer School participants examined the different dimensions of the structural and systemic issues of
Global Agricultural Value Chain Networks in countries of the global south as well as the gender dimensions. The Sam Moyo Memorial Lecture
was also inaugurated during the summer school. The lecture was delivered by Professor Prabhat Patnaik on: Globalization and Peasantry in
the Global South. Find the full lecture on this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYdqWsKvS0E

A panel moderating a discussion during the 2018 Summer
School. From left: Mr N’wanza Kamata (Tanzania); Prof
Paris Yeros (Brazil); Prof Christopher Scherrer (Germany)
and Prof Prabhat Patnaik (India)

ZiLAN Trust

@ZILAN2015

A group photo of the 2018 Summer School participants
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CODESRIA MRI workshop participants following proceedings
SMAIAS and the Council for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA) hosted the Meaning-Making
Research Initiatives (MRI) Methodology and Scholarly Writing workshop from the 19 th to the 24th of February 2018 in Harare.
SMAIAS as the local coordinating Institution was responsible for the general support and overall success of the workshop. The
purpose of the workshop was to improve scholars’ research and writing skills through intense interactions with resource perso ns and
intensely participatory and interactive sessions where proposals by the participants were engaged, and responding to questions
concerning their projects. The workshop brought together about 70 researchers and scholars, with one research group from
Zimbabwe and sixty (60) other participants from other countries representative of the entire African continent.

Network of Excellency on Land Governance in Africa (NELGA)
SMAIAS was invited to the NELGA launch and workshop which took place from the 18 th to the 23rd February 2018 in Windhoek,
Namibia, as a result of its steering work in land and agrarian issues in Zimbabwe and beyond. The NELGA was formed by the
African Union with support from the Government of Germany to oversee land governance issues in Africa, and works through
universities and land research institutes. It is in this regard, that the SMAIAS was chosen in Zimbabwe together with the University of
Zimbabwe. The program in Zimbabwe will kick start with a land governance workshop to be hosted by SMAIAS in May. The
partnership also presents an opportunity for scholarships which enable post-doctorate students to undertake exchange visits
between Zimbabwe and Namibia.

ZiLAN Trust

@ZILAN2015
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99 Year Lease Agreement
The Government of Zimbabwe (GoZ) resolved that the remaining white farmers be issued 99 year
lease agreements. Previously, white farmers were receiving 5 year leases. In the same vein, the
Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe announced that following successful meetings with the financial sector, the
99 year lease agreements are now transferable and bankable upon meeting requirements set by
financial institutions. These requirements include movable assets and infrastructure, as well as viable
agricultural enterprises. Changes have been made to the lease so as to give banks security in the
event that the lessee fails to service the loan. The issuance process of the 99 year leases shall be
expedited to allow for long term planning by the farmers and to allow them easy access of funds. The
GoZ was prompted to issue out the leases so that the farmers are entitled to security of tenure which
allow the farmers long term planning and investment. The 99 year leases means increased investment
in agriculture and improved food security. READ MORE… | READ MORE...

Zimbabwe signs a US $15 million OPEC Fund loan
The minister of Finance and Economic Development, Hon. Patrick Chinamasa signed a US $15 million loan facility to finance small
holder irrigation projects in four provinces of Manicaland, Midlands, Masvingo and Matabeleland South. The deal was signed in
Vienna, Austria on the 9th of March 2018 with the Director- General of the OPEC Fund for International Development, Mr Suleiman
Al-Herbish. Hon. Chinamasa said that the total cost of the irrigation project is $51. 68 million. The US $15 million loan from OPEC is
adding to the US $25.5 million already provided by the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). The remaining
amounts of US $7.9 million and US $3. 28 million will be covered by the GoZ and the beneficiaries respectively. The irrigation project
is expected to service a total of 8 000 hectares , benefiting 15 000 households in already existing irrigation schemes and 12 500 in
adjacent rain-fed areas while also creating employment opportunities for the youth. READ MORE…

2018 Tobacco marketing season opened
on March 21
The 2018 tobacco selling season started on the 21st of March with the
total tobacco sales expected to reach US$500 million. Average prices
on the first day were US$4.90 per kilogram. Three auction floors have
been licensed by the TIMB with 29 buyers and 23 contractors. With
the opening of the tobacco floors, the RBZ announced that per each
sale, a farmer will get a maximum of US$300 in cash while the rest of
the amount will be paid electronically. While officially opening the
2018 tobacco marketing season, Acting President Chiwenga said that
government will extend command agriculture to cover tobacco
starting 2018/2019 farming season. This is in line with government
commitment in supporting tobacco production in the country given the
crop’s contribution to the GDP and the livelihoods of the tobacco
farmers. READ MORE… | READ MORE...

ZiLAN Trust
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Zimbabwe signed a deal to export 45 000 tons of oranges annually to China starting in June
2018. The market value of 45 000 tons of oranges translates to US$18 million. However, the
45 000 tonnage is above what Zimbabwe citrus producers have managed to export for all citrus
fruits combined in the previous years. The Ministry of Lands, Agriculture and Rural Resettlement, together with ZimTrade have pledged assistance to the citrus producers to upscale production in order to meet the export quality, quantity and demand. A Chinese company have
also offered to assist with seedlings to boost production. READ MORE...

UPCOMING EVENTS
1.

ZiLAN will host belated International Women’s Day Commemorations in April

2.

The network will hold cluster meetings starting April 2018.

3.

Land governance training with the Zimbabwe Land Commission and ZiLAN in May.

Join the ever growing ZiLAN family on social media, like our page on Facebook: Zimbabwe Land and Agrarian
Network and follow us on twitter on @ZiLAN2015
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